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Submitted by Kali Schumitz and Mark Huffman, Co-Chairs

Marylanders Against Poverty (MAP) strongly supports SB26, which
requires the Maryland Department of Health to start an Express Lane
Eligibility Program to enroll individuals into certain programs. And this
bill requires the Department of Human Services to categorically make
eligible and automatically enroll with one streamlined application
income-eligible individuals and households for SNAP and Energy
Assistance.

SB26’s benefits are significant:
e Automatically enrolling people for energy bill pay assistance if
they qualify for SNAP, TANF, SSI and means-tested veteran’s
benefits.

e Reducing the duplicity of multiple trips, multiple documents, for
residents.

e Reducing the intake flow for state benefit offices.

e Ensuring that seniors and vulnerable low-income household’s
power stays on as many receive SNAP, went through the SNAP
application process, and certifiers missed the opportunity to
check for energy assistance needs.

MAP appreciates your consideration and urges the committee to
issue a favorable report for SB26. MAP thanks Senator Augustine
for this common-sense bill.

Marylanders Against Poverty (MAP) is a coalition of service providers, faith communities,
and advocacy organizations advancing statewide public policies and programs necessary
to alleviate the burdens faced by Marylanders living in or near poverty, and to address the
underlying systemic causes of poverty.
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